PRKFACE
TO  THE  SECOND   EDITION.
CE the lirat publication of this hook, there have r ^ appeared two principal criticisms uj>on the accuracy of its presentation of Nelson. The first, in order of time, revived, the often debated question of his action towards the Neapolitan republicans, iu 1701), challenging the author's verdict with much parade of evidence. The second disputed the estimate of Nelson's affection for his wife, kining the argument r.luefly upon some recently found letters from him to her, the hiding-place of which had escaped oven the diligent search of Sir Harris .Nicolas.
Concerning the former of thesis, the author, after due consideration, has stum no cause to change the opinion first expressed; hut he has recognised a necessity to protect the fair fame of the admiral, as well, as to fortify his own jKwition, hy recasting and, amplifying the discussion of the subject. Ho has therefore embodied in the text such demonstration of Nelson's integrity as may in the future enable.! a studious reader to rebut the accusations, if renewed.
AH nigiirdH NTiilnoifH affection for his wife, it is enough to nay thai the author never thought or said that ho did not love her tenderly at marriage, and for years after-